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It is not often that I find myself in the position of giving laudatory remarks for a presidential initiative.  But I am deeply proud and excited to be doing just that, here, today.

I can say, unequivocally, that the new MCC Gender Policy is the most comprehensive and practical U.S. policy on gender that I have ever seen.  And I have seen many.

There are usually two reasons to support women worldwide: because it’s the right thing to do and because it’s the smart thing to do.  

When the Women’s Edge Coalition first approached the MCA, even before the MCC was created, we brought with us all of the evidence that if the MCA did not include a thoughtful look at men’s and women’s different roles in society at every stage of the process, it simply would not succeed.  And the MCA could not risk failure.

Since that first meeting with the MCC, almost three years ago, we have found that the leadership of the MCC is smart and does not want to take that risk.  

This gender policy is also “right.”  The very process of creating the policy and engaging countries in discussion has already led to new rights for women in Africa, new access to school for girls, and, however unintentionally, new attitudes for some in governments around the world.  

This policy has already created real change in the lives of literally millions of poor women around the world.  And this is just the beginning.

We owe much thanks to the vision, clear thinking, political savvy, and leadership of Ambassador Danilovich, Rodney Bent, Sherri Kraham, Chuck Sethness, Margaret Kuhlow and, of course, Ginny Seitz.

We also owe thanks to all the organizations, in addition to Edge, whose steady advocacy and hard work brought us to this juncture: the International Center for Research on Women, the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is, the Academy for Educational Development, Bread for the World, The Hunger Project, Amnesty International USA, InterAction, the Basic Education Coalition and World Learning.  At Edge, we never work alone, and helping to create the MCC’s gender policy was no different.

And I also need to thank a very special person who could not be with us today (and in whose stead I am speaking): Nora O’Connell.  Nora is the Vice President for Global Development Policy at Edge and she is the one who has led our effort with the MCC from the beginning.  I know she very much wanted to be here for this moment, but a little boy (8 pounds and 6 ounces, to be exact) has her focus at the moment.

Finally, I do not want to minimize the incredible effort that has gone into creating the gender policy when I say: that was the easy part.  Now will come the test of your leadership, of your commitment, of your tenacity.

This gender policy will either spring to life or wither away based on how everyone at the MCC—starting with you, Ambassador Danilovich, and extending to every country team, negotiations officer, monitor, and clerk—chooses to stand by it or not.

The gender policy will live or die in the thousand small moments when you must decide whether to hold on to it or let it go: when you either push a country to re-do its analysis or you just accept it; when you either make clear that a ministry must implement the gender aspects of its country’s compact or subtly signal that they can ignore them; when you insist that there must be capable female extension agents somewhere in the country or just accept the pat claim that no such women exist.

Every woman, girl, boy and man in every MCA country is depending on you to make the right decision in that moment.  No pressure.

I will not forget this day.  Thank you.
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